ST JOSEPH’S CA'TFSrSEEEE—E="1M ARY SCHOOL

Love and Learn in the Footsteps of Christ

NEWSLETTER

7TH DECEMBER 2023

A message from
the Head

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has been filled with joy as we
witnessed the incredible talents of our
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 stars in the
Nativity. The children’s acting and singing were
nothing short of magical, setting a beautiful tone
for the Advent season. Thank you for joining us
and being a part of these festive moments. Our
Advent journey continues tomorrow with Mass
for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and
next week, we have the Key Stage 2 Advent
Service on Friday 15th December. Mark your
calendars for the 14th December, where we
invite the children to don their cosiest Christmas
jumpers as we share our Christmas dinner
together, amongst friends whilst spreading
warmth and holiday cheer - a festive feast
awaits our hungry learners! Wishing you a
delightful weekend filled with joy and laughter.
warm regards, Mrs. Payne
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Carol Singing at Pinewood Lodge
As Catholics, we are called by God to serve
others. This week, the Year 5 and Foundation 2
Class embraced this calling by visiting
Pinewood Elderly Care home and sharing their
beautiful voices through carol singing. The
elderly residents were delighted and deeply
moved by the heartfelt performances of the
children. It was a heart-warming experience for
both the children and the elderly residents,
fostering a sense of connection and joy within
the community.

St Joseph’s Church Mass Times

*

[ Day | Times |

| Friday | 6.00p.m. |
St Joseph’s Church Parish Newsletter
Copies of the Parish Newsletter can be found here. Sunday & 30a:.
https.//parishrcdow.orguk/carpenderspark/newsle - _
tters/
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Spotlight on RE

Over the next few weeks, the children will be learning about Advent.

Foundation 1 To learn about the story of Christmas
2 To know that Gods greatest gift was to send his son Jesus.
Year 1 Reflect on how we can prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
v 2 To know about and reflect on God’s choice of Mary and Joseph. To know that Advent is a
ear time to prepare for the birth of Jesus.
Year 3 To understand that Advent is a time to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. To think
about how we can prepare for Advent.
Year 4 To know that God fulfilled his promise to Mary when Jesus was born.. Reflect on the
importance for us of the birth of Jesus.
Year 5 To reflect on the birth of Jesus and how we prepare for it. Make links between the story of
Jesus’ birth and beliefs about Jesus.
Year 6 Describe and show understanding of some Jesse Tree Bible stories making links between
them and how they show God’s faithfulness. Make links between the story of the birth of
Jesus and beliefs about the type of king he is. Meditating the Joyful Mysteries of the
Rosary.
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Saint Andrew’s
Feast Day

The school community celebrated St. Andrew’s
Day on November 30th by wearing blue, white
or tartan. The day was filled with excitement
and a sense of Scottish pride as children came
dressed in a variety of colourful and creative
outfits that showcased their individuality and
enthusiasm.

Throughout the day, pupils participated in
various activities and learned about the
significance of St. Andrew's Day. Teachers
incorporated Scottish traditions and culture into
their lessons, fostering a deeper understanding
and appreciation for this important day.

The non-uniform day not only allowed
students to express their creativity but also
served as a reminder of the diverse and
inclusive community we have at our school. It
was heartwarming to see pupils embracing
different cultures and traditions, fostering a
sense of unity and respect among peers.

We look forward to more opportunities to

celebrate and embrace our school's rich
cultural diversity in the future.
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Cricket Festival

The children participated in the
Rickmansworth Schools Sports
Partnership cricket festival. Their
performance was commendable,
The children worked diligently and
put in a great deal of effort. Their
dedication and hard work
contributed to their success, securing
second place out of ten teams. Their
commitment to practising and
improving their skills paid off and
their performance was a testament
to their hard work.

Well done, Team!

Well-Being

Click on the link below to find wellbeing
tips to support your child emotionally
and help them cope with problems they
may face.
https.//www.parentkind.org.uk/for-
parents/health-and-
wellbeing/wellbeing-tips
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Year 2 Mill Green

Mill & Museum Visit

Last week, the Year 2 pupils went on an
educational trip to Mill Green Mill and
Museum, which perfectly complemented
their ongoing history exploration of the
Great Fire of London. The highlight of the
visit was the opportunity for the children to
meet the knowledgeable miller, who
graciously demonstrated the inner
workings of the water mill. Witnessing the
mill in action gave the pupils a firsthand
understanding of its significance during the
historical period they are studying.
Additionally, the children actively
participated in a hands-on activity by
engaging in the process of bread-making,
further immersing themselves in the
historical context. This interactive
experience not only enriched their
understanding of the Great Fire of London
but also fostered a deeper appreciation
for the practical aspects of history.
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School Admissions

Attention Foundation 1 parents and those seeking a
school place for their child in September 20234
Applications for admission to our school are now open.
If your child was born between September 1st, 2019,
and August 3lst, 2020, you will need to apply for a
school place.

Please complete the Hertfordshire online form at:
(https//wwwhertfordshire gov.uk/services/schools-
and-education/school-admissions/primary-junior-
and-middle-schools/primary-junior-and-middle-
school-places.aspx)

You will also need to complete the School's
Supplementary form.

Nursery Admissions

We are pleased to announce that we now offer full-
time Nursery provision from 9 am. to 3 pm. If you are
interested in enrolling your child in our Nursery Class,
please take note of the following information.
Applications for admission to our Nursery are now
open to children born between the 1st of September
2020 and the 31st of August 2021.

To apply, it is essential that you complete the School's
Supplementary Form, which can be obtained from our
school's website or the school office. Kindly ensure that
all forms are fully filed out and returned to the school
office before we can consider your child's admission. In
order to complete the application process, we kindly
request the following documents:

1. Supplementary Information Form
2. Baptism Certificate (if applicable)

We appreciate your cooperation in providing the
necessary documentation for the application process.
Should you have any further questions or require
additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact the school office.
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Catholic Social
Teaching

: Catholic Social Teaching
. (CST)isrooted in
Scripture, formed by the
wisdom of Church leaders,
© and influenced by

\ grassroots movements. It

1

s our moral compass
guiding us on how to live
out our faith in the world.

Our faith calls us to love God and to love our
neighbours in every situation, especially our
sisters and brothers living in poverty.
Following in the footsteps of Christ, we hope
to make the justice, love, and peace of God
present in our world.

The Eco Warriors are focusing on the Care
of Creation. As Christians, we are called to be
good stewards of creation. That means we
are meant to look after the world that God
created for us. We must all work to leave our
world in a better condition for the people
who come after us.

The Eco Warriors have demonstrated their
dedication to environmental consciousness
throughout this term by actively promoting
various initiatives. These include a toy swap
shop, switching off lights at the end of
lessons, organising the Big Tidy Up
Campaign and facilitating a Christmas
Jumper Swap Shop. These efforts reflect the
Eco Warriors' commitment to fostering a
sustainable and eco-friendly environment
within our school community. Their hard
work and innovative ideas have made a
positive impact on raising awareness and
encouraging responsible actions towards
caring for our world.
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ECO Team Christmas
Jumper Swap

ity ks thtt 1 v st s jurripers bought in the kest year will be thioum
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To help cut ow waste, the Eco Committee have decided that:

St Joseph's are holding our first ever Christmas lumper
Swap!

1) Bring in an old Christmas jumper that no longer fits you or you no longer
waar.
2} Your teacher will write your name down.
31 You can choose a ‘new to you' Cheistmas Jumper for e meney at all from
the donated ems. This will depend on the size avallabibe and the number
af jumpers received.

Al dosmations must be in a weasabie condition and brought into scheal by
Eriday 8% Dacembar.
Froam the Eco Warricrs.
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Advent ]

Friday 8™ December Feast of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass in church at 9.15a.m.

| Friday 8" December | Last swimmm_ for Year 3 and Year 4

December
Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day (children may
wear a Christmas i

Fri B8f | KS2 Advent Service. Starts at 1.30p.m. atchuch |
Wednesday 20" Mass in church 9.15a.m.
December End of term. School closes at 1.30p.

215t December — 3 Christmas Holiday — School Closed
Janua
Spring Term

Thursday 4% Janua Start of term

Friday 5% January Epiphany Mass in Church (No Celebration
Assembly)TBC

Thursday 15! Februa Parents’ Forum at 5pm
Tuesday 6" Februa Safer Internet Da

Tuesday 6" February Parents’ Consultations

Wednesday 14% Ash Wednesday Mass in Church at 9.15a.m.
Februa

Friday 16 Februa End of term. School closes at 3.15p.m.
19th — 2374 Februa Half Term holiday — School Closed
Monday 26 Februa Start of Term

Friday 1%t March

Thursday 71 March World Book Day — Book Character Non Uniform day.
-I his is a non-uniform day. Children may dress up
as their favourite book character.

Friday 8" March Mother's Day Assembly starts at 9.00a.m.
SR o information fo

follow.
Friday 15% March St Patrick’'s Non-Uniform Day (Children may wear green or

Tuesday 19" March St Joseh's Day Mass — 9.15am in Church

Monday 25" March Holy Week Liturgies
Lenten Cake Competition (all children may enter by baking a
cake).

Cake sale.

Thursday 28t March Easter Bonnet Parade (F1 — Y6 classes) (F1-Y6)
welcome fo attend the Easter Bonnet Parade. Childien to
make the bonnets at home and bring them into school. All
children may participate in this event.

End of term. School closes at 1.30p.
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Love and Learn in the Footsteps of Christ
Term Dates continued...

April

Eastertide

Monday 15% April

Start of Term

Tuesday 23" April

St George's Non-Uniferm Day (Children may wear red,
white or blue).

May

Month of Mary

Monday 6'h May

Bank Holiday. School closed.

Thursday 9™ May

Ascension Mass at 9.15am in church il EIcHeIcomens |
attend

Friday 10" May

Parents’ Forum at 9.45a.m.

15t — 24" May

KS1- Year 2 Assessment

Monday 13t — 16th May

KS2 SATs - Year 6 Tests (free breakfast club for Year 6
pupils all week, starting at 8.00a.m.)

Monday 13t May

KS 2 Spelling, punctuation and Grammar Paper 1 & 2
tests

Tuesday 14t May

KS2 Reading Test

Wednesday 15" May

KS2 Maths Paper 1 & 2 Test

Thursday 16™ May

KS2 Maths Paper 3 Test

Thursday 16" May

Year 5 Secondai School Transfer Meeting at 2.30p.m. Bl |

Monday 20" May

Walk to School Week

Tuesday 215t May

KS2 Sports Day at 9.30a.m.

Tuesday 215! May

KS1 Sports Day at 1.20p.m.

Friday 24" May

End of term. School closes at 3.15p.m.

271 May — 31t May

Half Term Holiday — School Closed

June

Monday 3 June

Inset Day — school closed.

Tuesday 4" June

Start of Term

Tuesday 4™ June

Year 1 Phonic tests commence
Year 4 Multiplication tests commence

Wednesday 12" June

Class Photographs

Tuesday 18" June

KS2 Reserve Sports Day at 9.30p.m. KEDDGonoma |

Tuesday 18" June

KS1 Reserve Sports Day at 1.15p.m. KOpDoIonoIeG |

Tuesday 25" June

Foundation Stage Sports Day at 9.30a.m. __

Tuesday 25" — 28" June

Friday 28" June

St Peter and St Paul Mass in school TBC

July

Monday 1%t July

F1 new children and parents visits 1.30p.m.

Tuesday 2" July

Tuesday 2™ July

Wednesday 3™ July

Reserve date: Foundation Stage Sports Day at 9.30a.m. [ |
Year 2 to Year 3 Transition Meeting at 2.30p.m. _

New to Year 2 Transition Meeting at 2.30pm
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~ Love and Learn in the Footsteps of Christ
Term Dates continued... |

Thursday 4" July New to Year 1 Transition Meeting at 2.30pm

Monday 8 Jul F1 new children and parents meeting 1.30p.m.

Thursday 11% July Transition Day for all pupils
Secondary School Transition day

New to F2 Parents’ Meeting at 9.15a.m. [GliCHRERDaISHE

Year 6 Leavers’ Mass in school at 11.00a.m.
Whole School Picnic starting at 12.30p.m. (weather
permitting
Year 3,4,5 and 6 pupils must be back in school at 5.40pm
Friday 19t July Leavers' Assembly at 9.00 a.m.

End of Term Year 6 lunch
End of term. School closes at 1.30p.m.

Thursday 41 July New to Year 1 Transition Meeting at 2.30pm

Monday 8t Jul F1 new children and parents mesting 1.30p.m.

Thursday 11" July Transition Day for all pupils
Secondary School Transition day
New to F2 Parents’ Meeting at 9.15a.m. [SlenBENDaenE

Friday 12 July Year 6 Le.avers’ Mass in school at 11.00a.m.
Whole School Picnic starting at 12.30p.m. (weather
Tuesday 16 July KS2 Dress Rehearsal at 9.30 a.m,
Wednesday 17t July KS2 Play at 6.00p.m
\ 4, pupils must be back in school at 5.40pm i WW.STJOSEPHS775. HERTS.SCH.UK

Friday 19t July Leavers’ Asssmbl at 9.00 a.m.

End of Term Year 6 |
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