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Geography Long Term Plan and Curriculum Expectations 

 

Love and Learn in the Footsteps of Christ 

Improving the Quality of Education in Geography 

Intent: At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we aim to inspire all pupils with a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for 
the rest of their lives. As the world continues to change we want our pupils to have an understanding of their place within it, their locality and how it fits with Greater 
Britain, the continent of Europe and the wider world. The teaching equips pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should 
help them deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes and the formation and use of landscapes and environments. 
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, 
interconnected and change over time. 

Implement: At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we ensure that our geography planning follows a clear progression of skills and ensures that there is full coverage of, 
‘The National Curriculum programmes of study for Geography 2014’. The curriculum is adapted and extended to match all pupils’ needs and builds upon their prior 
knowledge and skills. Where possible, Geography is linked to other subjects to support children in developing links between subject areas. Our Geography curriculum is 
designed to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. Through the teaching and learning of geography, children 
grow a greater understanding and knowledge of the world and its place in it. Children develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas, 
which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Our Geography curriculum helps to develop the pupils’ reading skills. 
Throughout the curriculum we seek to help develop children’s use of geographical skills by using geographical paper sources, photos, atlases, map-work, fieldwork and 
digital resources. 

Impact: By the time children leave St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, a happy and confident child in Geography will be able to: 
 

- Talk confidently about the Geographical knowledge of where places are and what they are like, current issues in society and the environment.  
- Children will have an excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected and how much human and physical 

environments are interrelated. 
- Have a passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about the world and the people who live there.  
- Children will retain knowledge that is pertinent to geography with a real-life context. 
- Children will understand how Geography ‘happens’ in their local area by carrying out field work. 
- Achieve age related or better expectations in Geography at the end of their cohort year, which will be tracked via target tracker. 
- Children will begin to understand their wider world and the implications that we as citizens have on it.  
- Children will develop and enhance their map reading skills through geography starters at the beginning of all lessons and focused map work. 
- Children will work collaboratively to solve problems and explain the processes that they have taken/observed within a real-life context.  
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- Have the ability to apply questioning skills and use effective analytical and presentational techniques to reach clear conclusions to explain findings by answering 
their BIG QUESTIONS! 

- Children will act as good citizens within their local community and show respect to the environment and the different cultures which make the geographical 
make-up of the community they live in. 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Nursery  UOW, People & 

Communities 

 

My Home and my School 

   Learning about where we 

come from Countries our 

families are from 

Stories of different cultures 

and countries 

Identifying and decorating 

flags of the world 

 

 Caring for babies 

Learning about where 

we come from Countries 

our families are from 

Traditions/foods/dress

/stories of different 

cultures and countries 

Special Places 

Discover the 

culture/dress/ food 

of China 

Caring for  the 

environment and 

observing plants. 

 

The Woods/ Forest 

schools 

 

Caring for and 

observing animals 

Caring for and 

observing animals 

Reception South Oxhey 

My School 

Name, locate and 

Observations- recognise 

features and places in 

school/grounds. 

Noticing and discussing 

similarities/differences 

between previous setting 

and new classroom  

Recognise where people 

work in school. 

Autumn Walk on or close to 

School Grounds 

 

My School 

Recognise features of 

school grounds and 

make and use maps. 

 

Making and using simple 

maps of story settings 

- ‘The Gingerbread 

Man’ 

 

My Local Area 

Identifying our 

school is in South 

Oxhey and the 

features of the 

surrounding area. 

Where is the 

supermarket and 

Post Office? Links 

to People Who Help 

Us. 

Where is the Fire 

Station? 

 

My Local Area 

Simple routes and 

features -‘Rosie’s 

Walk’. South Africa. 

Where is it? What are 

the similarities 

Between where we live 

and south Africa? 

Recognise what a globe 

is. 

Spring walk. 

Simple maps. 

Directional language. 

Orienteering around 

the playground. 

Weather 

Weather  

How the weather 

affects plants and 

their growth. 

Where do plants grow? 

Weather 

School Trip. 

Summer walk. 

Observing the 

weather in summer 

and how the weather 

is different from 

other seasons How 

the weather affects 

humans and animals 

in our local area. 
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Pretend to be 

explorers. 

Year 1 What is the Geography of 
where I live? 

 Why does it matter 

where our food 

comes from?] 

 Why don’t penguins 

need to fly? 
 

Year 2 How does the geography of 

Kampong Ayer compare with 

where I live? 

 How does the 

weather affect our 

lives? 

 

 Why do we love being 

beside the seaside so 

much? 

 

Year 3 How and why is my local 

environment changing? 
 Why do so many 

people live in 

megacities? 

 Why do the biggest 

earthquakes not always 

cause the most 

damage? 

 

Year 4  Beyond the Magic 

Kingdom: What is the 

Sunshine state really 

like? 

 How can we live more 

sustainably? 
 How is climate 

change affecting the 

world? 

 

Year 5 Why are mountains so 

important? 
 

  Who are Britain’s 

National Parks for? 

 How do volcanoes 

affect the lives of 

people living near 

them? 

Year 6  What is a river?  Why is fair trade 

fair? 
 How is climate 

change affecting the 

world? 

 
 

Curriculum Non-Negotiables: 

- Topic cover, with Key vocab typed for each lesson with meanings shared in lessons 

Knowledge organisers stuck at the beginning of books and at the end to assess how much children can recall. This will be in the form of 

questions being taught with three or four answers for children to select. 

- Ensure Substantive and disciplinary knowledge is taught in all Geography lessons. [Where possible add this to knowledge organisers or 
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medium term plans. 

- Make use of GIS, Google Earth, Digi-map for local, past and aerial and ordinance survey maps, geography websites and resource packs 

in school. 

- Ensure each lesson begins with a Geography warmer/starter focusing on map-skills. 

- Each lesson should recall past learning, put the lesson in context, make connections between past and present learning and explain key 

vocabulary. 

- Next steps evidence in books should be included where appropriate. 

- Big question assessment piece at the end of topic to be completed by all children. This is to see of children can use and apply knowledge 

and skills learnt. Where children struggle independently, they should be aided with support by teacher, work in pairs or groups and have 

the use of concrete resources and geographical sources pictures, maps, surveys etc. 

- To teach at least one unit of fieldwork a year and incorporate  opportunities for fieldwork where possible in the Geography long term 

plan. 

- Use Locational and map skills LOs document to teach a unit of map skills in the Autumn term or where the skills fit in across the 

Geography curriculum. 

- For each unit of work taught, the class should have a working wall for Geography which shows the learning journey throughout the unit. 
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Planning to incorporate the four strands of the National Curriculum: 
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